Politics and Children
The Genesis of Stinky Squad

DC Green explains how politics assumed centre stage in his powerful new children’s novel.

It’s not my fault.

John Howard started it!

He was the first to blatantly mix children into Australian politics, or in his case, into his hideous politics of hate. There was his fake yet emotive and election-winning ‘children overboard’ claim. His locking up of refugee children for years on end in brutal, cost-cutting detention centres, either in the desert or on islands far from scrutiny. His castigation of our wonderful (but sadly under-funded) public schools for teaching history to children that even dares to mention the existence of indigenous Australians; not to mention his attack on our schools’ supposed lack of ‘morals’.

All the while, John Howard has hacked away at the moral fabric of Australian society, spreading fear like Vegemite on white bread, inciting racism and intolerance, compromising the independence of our civil service, corrupting parliament and our democratic bedrock, dragging us into an illegal and unwinnable war and trading human rights for a pat on the bald spot by the dumbest American president in history…

Like many people, I have seethed at what this stumpy visage from the 1950s has done to our once Lucky Country with his fetid neo-Hansonism.

And so I decided this crucial election year was the perfect time to dish our Prime Minister a taste of his own foul mixture of children and politics.

Frankly, I hope John Howard chokes on Stinky Squad!

Ever since I read Animal Farm, I have been a fan of the concept of stories that are written at a level easily understandable by children while resonating with deeper political levels. Children need to learn about the political world they live in. It is absurd to teach them nothing of this world and then expect them to vote knowledgably when they turn 18.
In recent years, there have been some wonderful Australian political children’s stories published, from John Marsden and Shaun Tan’s picture book, The Rabbits, to Morris Gleitzman’s Boy Overboard / Girl Underground series.

Other children’s books have humanised the migrant experience, countering Howard’s smear and fear campaigns: The Arrival by Shaun Tan, Hoosh! by Janeen Brian, My Dog by John Heffernan and Andrew McLean, Orphans of the Queen by Ruth Starke, Soraya the Storyteller by Rosanne Hawke, and many more.

I didn’t want to tell a story of modern Australia in the same way as these authors. I especially didn’t want to tell my story in a didactic or complicated way that would send young readers shrieking toward their X-boxes.

But I could feel a story stirring inside me, clamouring to be told, especially as so many Australians seemed to be saying nothing, to be existing like zombies – ignoring the horror all around them as long as their house values continued to soar…

That’s when the proverbial light bulb flashed above my head.

I ran to my computer and began typing Stinky Squad with a flood of words and ideas…
Run by an evil Prime Minister named Howard John, a country called Oztrailer turns into a nation of brain-eating zombies overnight - literally.
This fictitious rogue zombie nation begins developing nuclear weapons. To counter this threat, the mighty but speech-impaired President of Allmerika sends bomber planes to ‘nuke those goddamn Ossie zombies back to the Stone Age!’

Oztrailer’s only hope is a team of teenage superheroes that I knew would appeal to children with a fondness for all things gross: Stinky Squad!

Each member of the most revolting super-team ever has a different coloured skin, a different take on Oztrailer and a different gross superpower. Zitron, whose racist father has fought in distant Orange Land, has super sticky pus that will glue anything together. Stench, a refugee from Orange Land, has farts so potent they melt through walls – and trousers.

To add to Stinky Squad’s appeal to reluctant readers, I gave the book the most exciting opening page I could think of, and backed that up with short, punchy chapters, all ending in cliffhangers. I was delighted when my young test readers, including some who had never completed a chapter book, gobbled down all 50,000 words of Stinky Squad in record time.

Yet beneath the zappy pace and buckets of acid vomit, I hope readers will also absorb some of the deeper issues involved: Australia’s treatment of refugees and indigenous Australians, political spin, media manipulation; the far-reaching effects of war (including the nuclear variety); our toadying relationship with the world’s mightiest nation, racism, terrorism and real terror, friendship, teamwork and even the effects of too many chemicals in food.

I also hope readers will laugh, for laughter is a path back to the light in even the darkest of tales.

Early reviews have been greatly encouraging: 
‘Stinky Squad is the best Australian children’s book. Ever.’ – Stab magazine.

‘One hell of a ride... A fart-fest with a surprisingly warm heart. Stench is an INSPIRED character.’ – Sally Odgers, children’s author.
‘Never have bodily fluids been described with such gusto. Harry Potter meets Shaun of the Dead.’ – Waves magazine.

Now I brace myself for the book’s release in September – hopefully right into the red-hot kitchen of a federal election campaign. I’ve no doubt J. Howard and stoolies will try to ignore Stinky Squad and, failing that, will try to ban it and damn any school that dares to stock copies or invite me to perform for their students.
It will be the world’s grossest superheroes versus Australia’s grossest ever government!

Bring it on. Let the acid vomiting begin!
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