ABOUT BARREL BOOKS

 
Barrel Books is a small but dynamic publishing house dedicated to producing quality children’s books that can be enjoyed by all the family.
Says Publisher Sally Collins - ex manager, agent and promoter extraordinaire who brings a ‘rock and roll’ approach to the world of children’s reading: ‘We intend to market books like no other Australian publisher, whether having former world champion launch Pam Burridge Three Little Surfer Pigs or promoting Stinky Squad on Nickelodeon  or donating a percentage of book sales to charity.’

Established in 2006 on the NSW South Coast, Barrel Books’ first author is the award-winning surf journalist, DC Green. DC’s first book, Erasmus James and the Galactic Zapp Machine, is a funny, fantastic journey to a world of ninja horses for primary aged children that has sold over 5,000 copies and received critical acclaim.
 

More recently, DC’s superhero horror-comedy Stinky Squad and hilarious picture book Three Little Surfer Pigs (with 10 % of all sales going to Canteen Australia) have become favourites with students who have been fortunate to have DC Green visit and perform at their school. 

2008 will feature the release of the second part of the Erasmus James trilogy, Erasmus James: King of Kid’s Paradise, and the re-release of Erasmus James and the Galactic Zapp Machine as a free e-book and downloadable audio book.

2009 will see the release of the third and final Erasmus James book, an anthology of great jokes for children as voted by children and compiled by renowned children’s author Dianne Bates.  The anthology, with the working title of ‘Killer Jokes,’ will be illustrated by Sydney Morning Herald illustrator and artist, Richard Collins. 
 

Says publisher Sally Collins, ‘We are on a learning curve.  Our aim has been to start in a small and manageable way, with only four releases in our first two years, to enable us to learn as we go. We have made some radical marketing moves throughout – including making a television advertisement for Stinky Squad.  We blanketed cable TV during the election campaign, particularly targeting young viewers on the Simpsons and other prime time cartoon shows. 
‘To me, book selling is as much about developing the profile of our authors as well as our relationships within the industry to achieve the required sales.  Our approach is a lateral one, where we aim to be as creative as the writer in how we build up our business and promote to the world.  We are currently updating and improving our on-line facilities to further this objective.’
Barrel Books also directly organises author visits to schools. Over the last three years DC Green has visited around 100 schools per year, inspiring reluctant readers and writers and generally entertaining all and sundry.  His visits have become so popular that in 2008 Barrel Books expanded into school bookings, which is very exciting.  So we will be looking for new authors prepared to work hard like DC travelling around the country promoting their name and books.’

All Barrel Books books feature free online teacher resources and student activities:
http://www.barrelbooks.com/
Barrel Books books are distributed Australia-wide by Tower Books, or available online at http://www.barrelbooks.com/catalog/
Manuscript Submissions
Agented or previously published authors are invited to submit the first 2,000 words of their manuscript and a one-page synopsis with a brief bio, marketing plan and SSAE to the Publishing Editor.
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Email: info@barrelbooks.com

Snail mail: Barrel Books, PO Box 225, Milton, 2538, NSW, Australia. 
Website: http://www.barrelbooks.com/
